vows. People fail to live up to the terms of spiritual covenants in a church. We say "for rich or for poor." We say "for better or for worse." We say "in sickness and in health." Sometimes things get severed and the dishonor is deemed unfixable. We've crossed a bridge too far. There are checklists out there, and if you meet the conditions, it's generally agreed there's only a single feasible option. You must cut all relations, accept it, and move on. Just when they're ready to accept losses, just when they're ready to accept there was no going back; Paul insists their obstacle became an opportunity for God. Abraham and Sarah "believed prominent law firm with the criteria for point of no return. There are common qualities these behaviors have. We'll know it when we see it. There are statistics we can consult for proof.
There are points of no return in friendships. There are points of no return in marriage. There are points of no return in parenting. There are points of no return in business. We've tried everything. We've attempted the intervention session. Nothing has worked and now we're down to the very last option. The only thing left to do is severe the connection, dissolve it, and consider it unfixable. In Acts 15 Paul was not willing to offer another chance. Mark had crossed the line. We wish him well, but this a clear breach of contract. He pulled the rug out from under us. Such a decision was surprising coming from Paul. Rewind the story of Acts and we find at the beginning of the story, some years before, Paul was making a living out of pulling the rug out from under people. He made a career doing it. Paul was traveling down the Damascus Road, on his way to pull the rug out of several people, and send many collapsing to their knees. Paul was a certified professional.
By the time we reach Acts 15, Paul was already an established preacher and teacher. He had made progress in the Christian faith. What we soon discover is that the times we are most at risk of pulling the rug out from under people is not when we're dead set on doing the wrong thing.
We pull the rug out from people when we're convinced in our own heads we're doing the right thing. Come hell or high water this rug is coming off the floor because I bought and paid for it.
We excuse and justify whatever consequence exists because it's not our problem. Mark didn't mean to hurt anyone in Acts 13 and Paul didn't mean harm in Acts 15.
Did it ever occur to Paul that he was once past the point of no return? The amazing thing about Paul's story is that after the Damascus Road, no one could believe it. They considered Paul too far gone. God is speaking to people, commanding them to receive Paul, and these people are terrified out of their wits. Despite receiving divine knowledge, they considered Paul so far gone, they were too petrified to accept that it could be different. By the time we get to Romans 4, Paul has now discovered this. He's realized the greatest Easter stories are the ones we actually get to live out with our lives. How do we know Easter is true? It's when we find ourselves in life getting rugs pulled out from under us or pulling rugs out from someone else.
It's when somebody goes way past the point of no return. They've long crossed bridge too far, and yet, Easter has ways of bringing us back. There is nothing so broken that it's beyond mending once God's grace is involved.
I've been thinking much over these past several days about Kenneth Stancil, the young man who committed the murder at Wayne Community College. We look at someone like him as if he's past the point of no return. How did he get there? His parents think their own son looks unrecognizable. As I hear this story, I can't help but remember the story of Bryon Widner from only a few years ago. Bryon Widner was a neo Nazi who had tattoos of hate all over his face. By the time Paul gets to preaching this Easter sermon in Romans 4, he's inspired to see these experiences not as obstacles, but as opportunities. As we look over our lives, chances are, it hasn't hard to find at least one area where somebody has pulled the rug out from under us. It's left us in a position of great difficulty. Take encouragement from Paul. There was even a time when he couldn't avoid the blame game. It was Mark's fault we're in this predicament. It was Mark's fault we went through that living hell, living with a hesitation to ever trust others again.
These situations can drive us into despair or they can drive us into dependence. They can drive us into confusion or they can drive us into commitment. They can drive us into perplexity or they can drive us into passion. Paul ran straight into the arms of God and found a source of inspiration he didn't know until someone had pulled the rug. Easter now takes on brand new meaning.
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Joseph surely knew what it was like to have the rug pulled out from under him. He would later look back on it with a remarkable perspective. "What you caused for harm God used for good." Mark didn't mean to harm anyone, but he did. Not everyone who pulls the rug out from under us means to. All they see at the time is their needs. Mark had to grow up and discover he was carrying more than his own weight in life. His decisions effected other people, drastically.
Even still, Paul came to a different perspective. What had been a point of no return, proved to be an opportunity for Easter to showcase the power which brings back from the brink. procedure. Whatever we look at in our lives that seems "good as dead" now serves as the testing ground to showcase the power of Easter. Yes we've been hurt, but Easter makes it possible to stand again after the rug has pulled out. Yes we've been disappointed, but Easter makes it possible to move forward again after the rug has been pulled out. Paul says, "Abraham was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God." In the same way, Easter strengthens us, so that we'll glorify God.
Paul says good things began to happen the moment Abraham became persuaded that God had the power to fulfill promises. What would happen to those point of no return areas of our lives if we became persuaded? What would happen in our marriages? What would happen in our parenting? What would happen in our work? What would happen in our church? This is not to say that we'll never pull the rug out from anyone or never have the rug pulled out from under us.
The glory for Easter is in the now what happens next? Paul came to see that the best sermons of Easter are not the ones with only words, but the ones we confirm with our lives.
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